PROCEDURES FOR CONSTRUCTION & PLACEMENT OF DRIVEWAYS

 AND MAILBOXES

These instructions are to assist the contractor and general public as to the correct manner of installing a driveway and mailboxes according to the subdivision and planning regulations of Washington County.  Placing and refusing to remove obstructions upon the right-of-way of a County road is a Class C misdemeanor.  TENN. CODE ANN. § 54-7-2.

Anytime work is to be done on the County right-of-way, a permit must be obtained from the Washington County Highway Department before work is to begin.  This includes a curb cut, tile installation, permanent mailboxes, underground utilities, above ground utilities, etc., anything placed on the County right-of-way.

MAILBOXES AND OTHER STRUCTURES 

Only breakaway mailboxes will be allowed on the County right-of-way.  Permanent, brick, masonry, or any other non-break away mailbox,  driveway entrance columns, fencing etc. must be on private property, not on the County right-of-way.  They are considered to be permanent structures and cannot be placed on the County’s right-of-way.  Property owners must provide access to a mailbox whether it is a breakaway mailbox on right-of-way or a permanent structure placed on the property as shown in drawings.

Brick and/or masonry mailboxes in subdivisions with curbs and a speed limit of 20 mph or less may be placed 12” from the backside of the curb, with permit only.  Roads with speed limit greater than 20 mph (with curb or without curb) must be off the right-of-way.

DRIVEWAYS

A driveway must be constructed with the pamphlet in order to conform with the established regulations.  The purpose for these regulations is to prevent water problems for the County and property owners.  

ILLUSTRATIONS

Illustration 1B must have 6” to 8” of fall from the property line to edge of County pavement.  This prevents water flowing down the private driveway.  Must have crown in center (2” to 4”) so water will flow into ditch and not County road.

Illustration 1A must be flat for approximately 6’ to 8’ from edge of pavement of county road and have 3” to 5” of crown from center of driveway to both sides before sloping upward.  This allows water to flow into ditch line and not onto County road and prevents cars from dragging on the pavement.  The front edge of all tile must be a minimum of three foot (3’) from edge of pavement of County road.

Illustration 1C must be flat to 1% slope for approximately 6’ to 8’ from edge of pavement to prevent cars from dragging and to slow the water before flowing onto the county road.

Illustration 2C must have 6” to 8” of fall from property line to edge of County pavement.  This prevents water flowing down the private driveway.

